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TEXT

Petals drifting off into the starless night
[ wonder where they are headed in their flight
One by one, and yet too many at once
Against the foggy glow of lamplight.

It is said beneath a cherry tree there lay
A sleeper who has departed from his days
Dreaming within the gnarling roots' dark embrace
Of the bole trees branching into blooms of pink.

Driven free-falling through the wind in spring
Whilst the tree that blossomed stands as it has been
For what reason can there be to such haste

;]n their leaving before they have stayed?
ng to return to that hallowed embrace
Oeeping
O Lost ight to the snowing flowers
/ Never St § bound to thy dreams.

Toh HonQ@ 1998)
Pl@%@ms

Voiced consonants marked in square bracketSyif ] should be —
sung on the ending syllable of the consonant - dr% —_— 7 —

dream [m]
PROGRAMME N O"l%

This composition is the second in my collaboration with Toh Ho@n, where his reflections on
the cherryblossom serve as a meditation on death and the uncertainty brought about by
the unsettling line it draws separating the living from the departed. My interpretation of
this solemness is inflected by the use of the Kumoi Joshi scale, also referred to as the “Sakura
scale”. The melody passes between voices, perhaps creating a “half-heard” effect as it moves
between the tessitura of the choir. Lydian and contemporary chord clusters are also used in this
setting. The piece is dedicated to friends who have experienced loss, and those who may, from
time to time, stir in anxiety of it.
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